Southwest Minnesota Broadband Services Press Release (for immediate release):
May 21st, 2010-Southwest Minnesota Broadband Services (SMBS) is pleased to announce it has accepted the RUS loan-grant combination and now awaits the final documents to close on the financing package provided by the Rural Utility Service.  Currently SMBS and its consulting staff are working to finalize the conditions and complete the process to begin RUS monies flowing.  In addition SMBS has established its board members.   Members are: Chair-Keith Stubbe of Round Lake, Vice-Chair-Darrell Nissen of Lakefield, Treasurer-Darren Kalvig of Bingham Lake, Secretary-John Hay of Heron Lake and Member at Large-Mitch Jasper of Jackson.  The board continues to work with its consultants and RUS staff to continue moving the project along.  The next Board Meeting for SMBS will be held on June 8th at 6:00pm at the Lakefield Fire Hall.  The future site and times of board meetings will be posted on the SMBS website and member communities websites. 
Some of the service provider competition is beginning to offer long-term contracts to residents and businesses in the member communities.  Citizens should look closely at these contracts before they sign them and consider continuing month-to-month services as they always have with their service providers.  It is not uncommon for service providers to begin to try and lock in existing customers before the new network is built.  Consumers should ask their providers why they were not willing to provide these packages before competition came to their community.  

In addition SMBS is sponsoring a brand-name and logo competition; we are looking for submissions that will be the face of SMBS to the community.  The brand-name and logo should represent not only the next generation services that will be delivered but also the area that we are serving.  The winner of the competition will receive six free months of SMBS services when available.  The logo does not have to include SMBS but instead a catchy new name for the service.  Be creative and submit your suggestions to our website: www.swmbg.com.   All of the rules and requirements for the competition will also be able to be found on the site.  Due dates for submissions are July 12th, 2010 and a final winner will be chosen and announced at the SMBS August Board Meeting.  All submissions become the property of SMBS. 

In the coming months also look for the opportunity to participate in our competition to see which community can get the most customers presigned to the SMBS network.    

The SMBS will be continually updated and is your best source for information on the project.  Please check it out at www.swmbg.com.  
About SMBS-Southwest Minnesota Broadband Services is the partnership of eight communities across southwestern Minnesota.  SMBS will be building a $13 million network to provide next-generation voice, cable television and high-speed internet services to its customers.  Additional information can be found at www.swmbg.com.  
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